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Article I, Section 3, of the Civic Association's By-Laws provides that the Association shall be strictly non-partisan, non-political, and non-
sectarian.  Accordingly, the invitation of elected officials and other public figures to speak at Association meetings, and the inclusion of paid 
political or commercial advertisements in the Farmer or in the attached flyers, do not constitute endorsements by the Association. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Besides representing us on the Braddock District Coun-
cil, I’m also on supervisor Cook’s Braddock Road Wid-
ening Committee.  The landmark transportation bill Gov-
ernor McDonnell signed into law on February 23, 2013 
put the state on a path to improving its badly underfund-
ed transportation needs.  It has state and local/regional 
components to it.  Without getting into the minutia of 
how it works- one of the long-delayed projects that now 
will receive funding is the widening of Braddock from 
Guinea to the beltway.  We had a good discussion on this 
topic with a lot of input at our last general membership 
meeting which I will be taking to the committee.  I will 
also provide updates through the Farmer, Website, and 
Facebook page as it evolves.  As of this writing, the plans 
are still up in the air because Supervisor Cook is in the 
process of soliciting feedback and discussing alterna-
tives.  This will continue for a few months.   A few of the 
concerns we discussed are sound barriers between the 
homes along Adair and Braddock, improved safety and 
travel for the path between Queensberry and the shop-
ping center, as well as a bike path from Burke Lake Road 
to Queensberry. 
 
Fairfax County’s four year transportation Program can be 
found at fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/fouryearprogram.htm  
 
 - Kevin Joyce, prez@ravensworthfarm.org 

 

www.ravensworthfarm.org 
Find us on FACEBOOK 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE 
MAY 3, 2014 

Mark your calendars for the community 
yard sale at the Ravensworth Swim Club.  

Here’s an opportunity to turn your stuff 
into someone else’s treasure, find a few 

treasures yourself, and mix with others in 
the community! 

 
Spaces are free; bring your own 

tables, racks, etc.  May 3, 8am - 1pm. 
 

Rain Date: May 10th 
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RAVENSWORTH FARM CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

President Kevin Joyce 703-587-7989 prez@ravensworthfarm.org 

1st Vice President VACANT   

2nd Vice President Dean Fix 703-321-3048 vp2@ravensworthfarm.org 

Recording Secretary Ginger Rogers 703-321-1151 recsec@ravensworthfarm.org 

Corresponding Secretary Stephanie Hammond 703-321-0546   

Treasurer Richmon Tun 703-321-1404 treasurer@ravensworthfarm.org 

STANDING COMMITTEES  

Legislative & County Affairs Vacant   

Public Service (Streets / Sidewalks) Tom Terry 703-209-2675 rfnw@ravensworthfarm.org 

Schools & Education Jill Mowbray 
Maria Dastur 

703-865-8368 
 

bjm820@hotmail.com 
mariacdastur@gmail.com 

Green Committee Jim Hickey 703-321-8535  

Membership & Communications Elissa Myers 703-321-7590  

Zoning Committee Ellen Eggerton 703-321-4948  

SPECIAL COMMITTEES  

Entrance Committee Marti Terry 
Brenda Soares  
Margaret Kinder 

703-209-4424 
703-321-7856 
703-764-9576  

 

Hospitality Jacqueline Fix 
Ruth Hartman 

703-321-3048 
703-321-8063 

hospitality@ravensworthfarm.org 

New Neighbors Jill Mowbray 703-865-8368 bjm820@hotmail.com 

Cultural Committee 
Spanish 
Korean 

 
Dinora Gonzalez 
Seo Pani  

 
703-321-0160 
703-321-8081 

 

Directory Coordinator 
Advertising 

Stephen Beste 
Katherine Craig 

703-321-9110 
703-321-3149 

directory@ravensworthfarm.org 

Farmer  Editor 
 Preparation 
 Printing, Flyers,  

Assembly 
 Distribution 
 Advertising 

Sara Ortiz 
Susan Deyampert 
Laura Asiello 
 
Jacqueline Fix 
Katherine Craig 

703-321-8757 
703-321-3150 
703-321-7840 
 
703-321-3048 
703-321-3149 

rfcafarmer@ravensworthfarm.org 
 
jfasiello@aol.com 
 
hospitality@ravensworthfarm.org 

Neighborhood Watch Tom Terry 703-209-2675 rfnw@ravensworthfarm.org 

PTA President, Ravensworth ES Anita Bhatnagar 703-942-6806 president@ravensworthpta.org 

Pool President Rob Hannam 703-321-7398  

Green Thumb Garden Club Doddie Cave 
Nancy Jarvie 

703-321-9773 
703-321-8319 

 

Golden Ravens Joan Crofford 703-321-7809  
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Association Calendar 2013 - 2014 

APRIL SHOWERS BRING OUT THE GOLDEN RAVENS  
 
Seems like every spring the retired folks in Ravensworth Farm rediscover the benefits of making some new friends 
at the monthly meetings of neighbors. For them, retirement is not just doing nothing and resting up afterward.  The 
best part is sharing experiences with others, whether at a local eatery or sitting down to a tasty covered dish surprise. 
And sometimes you learn interesting stuff from visiting speakers. So if you are looking for a new venture for spring 
come on out to the monthly midday gatherings at the local community church on the fourth Wednesday.  Call Joan 
Crofford for upcoming details and a personal invitation at 703-321-7809. 
 

GARDEN CLUB MEETINGS & PLANT SALE 
 
The Garden Club met April 2 at the home of Barbara Adams. We discussed the book, “The Language of Flowers.” 
The next meeting is May 7 and is a field trip to Heather Hill where we will create contain-
er gardens. 
 
With spring finally arriving, it’s time to get our yards and gardens in shape. The annual 
‘Garden of the Season’ judging will take place April 30 with the results published in the 
June Farmer.  
 
Our annual plant sale will be May 10 from 9 am to 1pm at the Ravensworth Shopping 
Center. Choice selections of locally grown plants and shrubs will be available. Come early 
for the best selection. Our plants make great Mother’s Day gifts. 
 
The Garden Club meets the first Wednesday of the month with speakers, field trips to 
local gardens, and other activities for the program. For more information about this active community organization, 
please call Nancy Jarvie at 703-321-8319.  
 

HAYRIDE FUN 
 
Sixty four people, from 19 households, enjoyed beautiful weather and a fun hayride behind Harmon’s Hayrides’ 
beautiful Belgian horses on April 6. The weather, as in the previous two years, was perfect. Neighbors made new 
friends and kids renewed acquaintances on the wagon and the church playground after a winter of being indoors 
entirely too much. The event was sponsored by the Ravensworth Farm Civic Association for Association members. 
We greatly appreciate Community of Christ church’s willingness to lend their driveway for the event. 
 
 
 

 

 
MONTH 

BOARD 
MEETING 

Farmer 
DEADLINE 

FLYER 
DEADLINE 

PRINT 

Farmer 
 

DELIVERY 
ASSOC. 

MEETING 

May May 13 Apr. 30 2 7 17 22 

General and Board meetings will be held at Ravensworth Elementary School. Meetings are canceled in 
the event of Fairfax County Public Schools’ early closing or school cancelation.  Meetings are at 
7:30pm unless otherwise announced. 



May 2014 Page 4 The Ravensworth Farmer 

CIVIC ASSOCIATION OFFICER ELECTIONS 
 
Elections for Civic Association officers will be held at the general meeting May 22. There is currently one vacan-
cy, for the position of First Vice President. The 1st VP is instrumental in coordinating speakers for the three to 
four general membership meetings held each year. 
 
The slate of nominees includes: 
 
President - Kevin Joyce 
1st Vice President - You? 
2nd Vice President - Dean Fix 
Recording Secretary - Ginger Rogers 
Corresponding Secretary - Stephanie Hammond 
Treasurer - Richmon Tun 
 
 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 991 
 
The renovations at Ravensworth ES have not put a stop to Boy Scout Troop 991’s Outdoor Adventures.  We’ve 
been Skiing/Snowboarding and have campouts every month this spring! 6th – 12th grade boys, please visit us 
Wednesday nights - 7:30pm @ White Oaks ES. Scoutmaster Mitchell @ 703-321-8072 or  
Scoutmaster991@yahoo.com. 
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COMMUNITY 
YARD SALE 

Food & Drink on Sale! 

Rain Date: 
Saturday, May 10th 

Saturday, May 3rd 
8:00 am to 1 pm 

 

Ravensworth Farm Swimming Pool 
Parking Lot 

 

Bring Your Tables, Etc & Set Up Your Items  
For Sale On the Outer Edges of the Parking Area. 

 
Also, No Reservations! 

Ravensworth Farm’s 

35th Annual 

Community 

Yard Sale 

ANNUAL 
PLANT SALE 

Sponsored by 
Green Thumb Garden Club 

Ravensworth Shopping Center 

Saturday, May 10th 
9 am - 1 pm 

 

Home-Grown Plants and Shrubs 
(Low Prices) 
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POOL NEWS 
 
Ravensworth Farm Swim and Racquet Club would like to congratulate the Buechler 
Family for winning the Early Bird Registration Raffle for the month of March! They 
will receive 10 free guest passes to bring their friends to the pool this summer season. 
Many thanks go to the Buechlers and everyone else who registered early this year. 
When we have membership dues in the bank, it really helps the pool get its operating 
budget on track for the upcoming season.  
 
We would also like to mention that the Senior Discounted Membership is being offered 
again this year. As a courtesy and a gesture of gratitude to those of the Ravensworth 
community that are over 65 years old and have collected at least 15 years of pool mem-
bership over the years, we have a reduced price membership. The price of the plan is $250.00, plus the grounds & 
maintenance fee of $25, totaling $275.00. No early bird discounts will apply, and the offer is good from now until 
Memorial Day. The membership will include a maximum of two people living in the same residence- the primary 
member and a spouse meeting the criteria previously mentioned. All other restrictions and rules apply regarding 
bringing guests. 
 
This plan is not listed in the Web Store for purchase. If you are interested in taking advantage of the great price for 
a summer of senior fun in the pool, please send an email to membership@ravensworthfarmpool.com or call the 
pool at 703-321-4903. 
 
Members of the Pool Board will be at the Community Yard Sale on May 3, processing memberships and accept-
ing payments, as well as answering any questions. Please stop by our table and say “Hi.” 
 

WHAT TO DO ABOUT SINKHOLES 
 
by Ellen Eggerton 
 
There are quite a few sinkholes in the neighborhood that are the result of the gas line renovation work being done 
by Washington Gas and their contractor, NPL. When you see such a sinkhole, please fill it and call Washington 
Gas at 703-750-1000 to report the sinkhole so they can watch for pipe failure from lack of pipe support in the 
ground. 
 
Use dirt from around the hole or from other locations in your yard to fill the sinkhole. If the adjacent soil is above 
the level of the sidewalk, you can skim off the few inches above that level and put that dirt in the hole.  Clay soil 
is better that mulch or bagged soil for this type of fill because it has less organic matter and less air space.  Most 
of our neighborhood is clay soil just below the surface of our grass.   
 
The newly exposed soil adjacent to the hole should be leveled with the sidewalk and reseeded with grass.  De-
pending on current height of the grass area, a gentle slope may be needed to avoid a tripping hazard.  The final 
level can be just at, above or below the sidewalk level.  I designed my area to be just below the sidewalk at a very 
gentle slope to retain the stormwater so it does not rush down to Lake Accotink but is absorbed by my yard first.  
Heavy rains will overflow to the lake but regular rains will go into the ground.   
 
The problem occurs because a hole filled with loose dirt typically has 50% new air spaces between the dirt.  Over 
time the soil settles to less than 50% air space and most often sinks when rain collapses some of the air spaces.  
This can happen several times during rain events.  If there is a larger air space below the soil surface than rain 
water can create a sink hole as it collapses that larger air space.  Each time it should be filled to prevent it from 
getting larger.  
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RAVENSWORTH ES RENOVATION PLAN 
 
Many interested teachers, parents, and school staff gathered in the Ravensworth Elementary School cafeteria to 
learn more about the $15+ million renovation the school is undergoing. 
 
Larry Levato, the project architect, began by sharing artists’ drawings of how the school will look around March 
2016 after the 22-month renovation. Brady Rauch, FCPS Coordinator of Capital Projects and Jay Zayas, FCPS 
Construction Manager for the Ravensworth renovation shared timelines and details of how construction will impact 
the school and community.  
 
At the end of the renovation, the school will be able to handle 600 students. Current enrollment is approximately 
550 students. This project is not an expansion. It is only a renovation. Renovation designs are done based on a five-
year projection of student demographics. 
 
Construction will commence in late April or early May with the arrival of fencing and construction trailers on the 
site of the existing modular classrooms. The speakers stressed that nothing in the school will be untouched by the 
end of the project. Plumbing, heating, electrical, lights, and all other systems will be completely up to code. The air 
exchange will meet or exceed current code. New power will be supplied to the building in order to handle the re-
quirements of the upgraded HVAC and technology needs. FCPS generally has renovations of seven to 11 elemen-
tary schools underway at any given time. This is a routine project for FCPS’ Design and Construction team. 
 
The new wing of the building will be located on portions of the existing parking lot, the yard area containing the 
gazebo and some part of where the existing modular classrooms sit. It will complete the triangle begun by the exist-
ing wings. The new wing will be completed first in order to move students into it while the old classroom areas are 
completely renovated. That wing will take about 13 months to complete. There will also be a new, secure vestibule 
that will not allow daytime visitors access to the school without walking through the office. Extended Kiss & Ride 
space will allow more cars to pick up and drop off at a time in front of the new lobby but the traffic pattern will 
remain similar to the current pattern.   
 
After Spring Break 2014, the older Ravensworth students will transition down the hill into the new modular class-
rooms that have been set up on part of the playing field. The youngest students will move from their part of the 
hallway into other parts of the building. The new wing will connect to the old wing at the end of the youngest stu-
dents’ hallway.  
 
At all times, safety and a good learning environment will be priority for the contractor. FCPS’ oversight team in-
cludes an air quality specialist who will ensure that the requirement of indoor air quality being 500 times better than 
OSHA’s standard is met. FCPS also has a safety consultant on the team. Shutdowns of electricity, plumbing, HVAC, 
and other systems will occur before and after school as will the worst of the noise-generating activities. On sched-
uled testing days, the contractors will mute the noise still more. Contractors will not be in the student-occupied parts 
of the buildings during the school day. There will be some excitement for the students such as when a huge crane 
will be used to remove and reposition beams in the library roof. When students return to school in the fall, they will 
notice that the hallways do not have ceiling tiles. This will be in order to give the contractors access to all the sys-
tems. The fire suppression sprinklers will remain active throughout the construction. 
 
FCPS will have a full-time field representative at the construction site. This person will serve as the liaison between 
the school and the general contractor, which appears likely to be Pavone Construction of Manassas. There will be 
progress meetings between the school and the contractor every two weeks. If you have concerns about how con-
struction is going, they can be directed to Principal Salata or her designee and can be brought up in meetings with 
the contractor. 
 
While classes will continue during the regular school year, there will not be summer school at Ravensworth for 
summer 2014 and summer 2015. Students will be bussed to another school for summer programs.  
 Con’t Pg. 9 
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Fairfax County arborists assessed the many trees on the school lot and recommended some for removal. At the end 
of the project, there will be more plantings than are currently on the property. A combination of deciduous and ever-
green trees is planned to screen between neighbors’ properties and the school.  
 
Also present were Roxanne Salata, Ravensworth Principal; Megan McLaughlin, Braddock District school board 
member; and Angela Atwater, Cluster 6 Superintendent.  
 
Ms. Salata noted that, as part of a unit on advocacy, the Ravensworth fourth graders had presented her with a peti-
tion to install a sixth grade-only bathroom on the roof of the new building with access to be provided through a 
window. The fourth graders felt this would solve the issue of messes the sixth graders make in the bathroom. Unfor-
tunately, Mr. Levato, the architect, said that the constructions plans do not call for such a bathroom. Much to the 
delight of the teachers, the plans do call for teacher restrooms and workrooms on each level of the building. 
 
 

REMINDER: THE RAVENSWORTH FARMER... 
 
… may not be delivered to homes that compromise the safety of the scout troop that delivers it. This includes homes 
that may have loose or unfriendly pets, hazardous walkways, or other impediments to safe delivery by the scouts. 
The Farmer is always available for viewing one week after home delivery on the Ravensworth Farm web site,  
http://www.ravensworthfarm.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

    R & M 

CLEANING  

SERVICES 

 
•RELIABLE 
•EXPERIENCED 
•GOOD REFERENCES 
•FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING  
•REASONABLE RATES 
 

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT 
 

Free In-home Estimate                                                 
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally                                   

Move-in or Move-out Office                                                                
 

Call MARYEN or RAUL at 
(703) 321-5335 

Licensed  Bonded  Insured 
 

TOP QUALITY WORK 
 

703-569-0345 
 

Ravensworth Resident 

NUGENT 
ELECTRIC 

Con’t from Pg. 8 
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GEM REVIEW: BBQ DELIGHT 
 
by Mary Keeser 
 
Fox Fire Grill - 6550 Little River Turnpike Alexandria, VA 22312  (Pinecrest Shopping Center), 703-914-9284; 
foxfire-grill.com.  
 
Fox Fire Grill opened in 2003.  According to the owner Terri Fox, “Our goal is to provide exceptional food and wine 
in a casual, stylish setting at affordable prices. We offer unique appetizers, seasonal salads, fresh seafood, and of 
course grilled steaks and burgers.”    
 
We arrived on a busy weeknight and were quite surprised to find such a warm, inviting, upscale and friendly envi-
ronment.  We were told the wait shouldn’t be long and were asked if we wanted to wait in the bar area, we agreed 
and were ushered up to the bar and introduced to Adam.  Adam, the lead bartender (mixologist), greeted us with a 
smile and warmth as if we were already regulars.  He assured us the wait wouldn’t be long as he began to discuss 
the drink specials and wines.  We asked for recommendations and were delighted with them.   Our time and conver-
sations were so enjoyable, before we knew it, Adam was advising us that our table was ready; he then scooped up 
our drinks and escorted us to the dining room.  We were greeted at our table warmly, provided menus and a wonder-
ful review of all the specials.  After a few questions that were answered with professionalism and knowledge, not 
your standard rush - please-order-quickly approach often encountered in our area- we selected the Mac- n- Cheese 
and Scallops.  The menu is very extensive from kids’ sections to vegetarian selections to the doggie menu for the 
outdoor patio.   Our experience was nothing short of yummy. Our tummies were happy and full and our wallets 
weren’t in need of an ATM.   The environment was warm, friendly, upscale (tables, booths and bar seating), profes-
sional. We could actually hear each other and have a conversation during dinner.  Would we return and recommend 
Fox Fire Grill to our friends, neighbors, colleagues or anyone else who will listen? Yes.  Fox Fire Grill is a true find 
in our Virginia suburbs.  
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CLASSIFIED ADS may be placed in The Farmer at no cost to Ravensworth Farm 
residents. Classified ads may be placed by sending them to 
rfcafarmer@ravensworthfarm.org or to PO Box 1020, Springfield, VA 22151. The 
classified ad section is a service to Ravensworth residents and is not intended for 
business or commercial use. Ads for house sales, commercial services, etc. will be run 
in this section once. If you wish to repeat your ad, you will need to purchase 
advertising in The Farmer . 

HELP DC 
HOMELESS 

Usable clothing and shoes, blankets, canned foods, etc., collected by a charitable foun-
dation for the winter needs of homeless folks in D.C. Call for free pickups 703703-321
-9268. For details, visit www.Kassirfoundation.org. 

WANTED Good used furniture for needy low income families in the Annandale area.  Needed are 
beds, dressers, kitchen tables & chairs, sofas, love seats, end tables lamps and TV’s.  
Unfortunately, we cannot take sleep-sofas.  Call Bill Sinclair at 703-321-7529 or the 
Annandale Christian Community for Action warehouse at 703-256-1991  Call the 
warehouse ONLY on Saturday mornings. 

WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS 
 
New folks move in all the time. If you have new neighbors, tell Jill Mowbray. If you are a new 
neighbor-  welcome! Please let Jill know you have arrived so that one of her New Neighbor Com-
mittee members can stop by with information and some goodies. Jill Mowbray (703-865-8368, 
bjm820@hotmail.com). 
 
 

CONDOLENCES... 
 
... to the family of Patti Kidwell, formerly of Hatteras Lane, on her death in December 2013.  
 
 

MOMS IN PRAYER GROUP 
 
Several moms in the neighborhood meet weekly for one hour to pray for their children, schools, 
teachers and staff. If you are interested and would like to learn more, please contact Sara Ortiz at 
(703)321-8757 or go to the website http://www.momsinprayer.org/ 
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Experience a Ravensworth community 
church where all are welcome. 

 
 

5610 Inverchapel Road, Springfield, VA 
(703) 321-0507 (church)    
(703) 409–1920  (pastor) 

 
 

Sunday Services: 
9:30 a.m.  Classes for all ages 
10:45 a.m.  Worship Service 

 
 

Please join us for these community activities: 
Children’s Playground 

Picnic Area 
Ravensworth Golden Ravens 

Community Picnics and Yard Sales 
Christmas and Easter Special Activities for Everyone! 

 
 

We proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of 
joy, hope, love, and peace. 

 
 

www.CofChrist.org 
www.cofchrist-cbmc.org 

  

RUN FOR RAVENSWORTH 
 
RUN 4 Ravensworth is set for May 2!  It's the biggest fundraiser of the year!  Ravensworth Elementary students will 
be collecting pledges per lap and flat donations for this fun event that promotes healthy activity and raises money 
for the school.  In addition to being organized and implemented solely by volunteers, several local businesses have 
generously donated prizes for RUN 4 Ravensworth this year.  100% of the proceeds go right back to the school in 
support of field trips, technology needs, teacher grants and more.  To be considered for prizes, students must turn in 
all money by Friday, May 16.   
 
Join us!! Parents and neighbors are encouraged to come to the back field of the school on Friday, May 2 (Rain Date 
May 9) anytime between 8:30-noon to cheer on the Ravensworth students as they run laps to support the PTA!  
Students will complete as many laps as they can, any way they can, for 20 
minutes (average # of laps is 17; Most Laps in 2013 was 30!).  Music, bal-
loons and race-day bibs will create a fun atmosphere for all.  Come out to 
cheer them on! 
 
For more information about RUN 4 Ravensworth, to make a donation via 
PayPal, or to volunteer, visit www.ravensworthpta.org. Or call Jill Mowbray, 
VP Fundraising, Ravensworth PTA (703) 865-8368. 
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EVENTS 
 
Calling all summer events! If you know of an event happening between May 17 and October 1, email  
rfcafarmer@ravensworthfarm.org to get it on the summer list in the last Farmer before summer. 
 
April - Online Employment Applications at ravensworthfarmpool.com for teen summer employment. 
April 28 - last day to order native plants - fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/seedlingsale.htm 
April 30 - Garden of the Season judging, results in next month’s Farmer 
May 2 - Run 4 Ravensworth Fundraiser - Ravensworth Elementary School 
**May 3 - 8am - 1pm - Community Yard Sale - Ravensworth Farm Pool parking lot 
May 3 - Last Day for Ravensworth Farm Pool Early-Bird Registration 
May 9-11 - Lifeguard (Re)certification - Ravensworth Farm Pool 
May 10 (rain date, 8am-1pm) - Community Yard Sale rain date 
May 10 - Garden Club Plant Sale at Ravensworth Shopping Center 
May 11- Mothers’ Day 
**May 22 - 7:30pm - Ravensworth Farm Civic Association General Meeting - Ravensworth Elementary 
May 24 - Pool Opens - 1pm 
May 26 - Memorial Day 
May 27 - Swim/Dive Team Practices begin - after school 
June 1 - 2pm - Cardboard Boat Regatta at Lake Accotink Park, boat drop-off at 10am, $4/vehicle, walk in for 
free 
June 24 - probable Last Day of School 
**Oct. 4 - Fall Community Yard Sale - Ravensworth Farm Pool 
 
 

DON’T BE A CLOG - HAVE A PLAN 
 
Bruce McFarlane, an emergency planning and outreach analyst with the Fairfax County Office of Emergency Man-
agement, spoke at the March 27 meeting of the Ravensworth Civic Association. 
 
When explaining where Emergency Management kicks in, Mr. McFarlane said that medical, fire, police, and emer-
gency management are four legs of a table. Eighty to 90 percent of all incidents happen and are managed locally. 
Emergency Management kicks in when local resources are overextended. He pointed out that Fairfax County is in 
an ideal situation due to the many cooperation agreements in place between the County and surrounding counties 
and states. When Arlington County’s fire and rescue personnel were all occupied at the Pentagon in September 
2001, Fairfax County backfilled for them in all the day-to-day incidents in Arlington and Prince William County 
backfilled Fairfax County. During the “Snowmaggedon” events of February 2010, the Office of Emergency Man-
agement (OEM) coordinated Virginia National Guard assistance in transporting emergency and medical personnel 
to and from work in their Humvees.  
 
Mr. McFarlane also pointed out that there are 1.1 million people in Fairfax County. The County has 1,300 First 
Responders spread across three shifts. He recommended that you do the math and figure out the likelihood that First 
Responders would get to you if there were a major event. He then insisted that each family create a comprehensive 
family plan. He recommended the customizable template at www.ReadyNOVA.org for developing your family plan.  
 
Developing a plan includes creating and reviewing the plan as a family, assembling various emergency kits (house, 
car, and office), and staying informed. You can register for the Community Emergency Alert Network (CEAN) to 
receive emergency and serious traffic alerts via email, text, or cell phone. You can also access emergency infor-
mation via the County’s Facebook and Twitter feeds, the County’s emergency blog (fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/
blog), and NOAA Weather Radio.  
 
 Con’t Pg. 15 
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MIRA Construction, Inc. 
General Contractor 

 
* Home Improvements * Decks & Porches  Additions * 

* Electrical * Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling * 

* Basements * Window & Door Replacement * 

 

*** Special Discount for Ravensworth Residents *** 
 

FREE ESTIMATES     LICENSED     BONDED     INSURED 
 

Ravensworth Resident 
 

Phone:  (703) 321-8811 

Do you want to lose weight and get fit?.........give me a call! 
Private Fitness Studio 

 
 
 
 

Kate Alleman    Advanced-Certified Personal Trainer   Nutritional Consultant 
 

Phone:  (703) 304-4479       e-mail:finishstrongnsc@gmail.com   Website: www.finishstrongnsc.com 
 
Ravensworth Farm Resident since 1990                 FBI Agent retired January 2011 
 
I provide individual or two person training sessions one hour in duration.  The training starts with a 
comprehensive assessment.  We will work together to achieve your personal goals. 
 
10% discount for Military and Law Enforcement. 
 
 
Basic: Pay as you go                     10 session package                         20 session package 
Single session $65.00/hr            Single session $60.00/hr                  Single session $55.00/hr 
Two person session $85/hr        Two person session $80.00/hr        Two person session $75.00/hr 

mailto:finishstrongnsc@gmail.com�
http://www.finishstrongnsc.com/�
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In addition to the basics above, every family should assess their special needs such as disabilities and the need for 
medications. Those with medical needs can sign up on the OEM’s Medical Needs Registry so that the County will 
get in touch in the event of catastrophes and evacuate the persons with medical needs. This was used during the 
derecho event to find homebound people with medical needs who didn’t have power and needed it for dialysis and 
oxygen.  
 
Mr. McFarlane stressed that “What clogs government response to an emer-
gency are not the people who can’t help themselves but the people who 
could have had a plan and didn’t.” In addition to having plans for your 
immediate family, you should have a plan for your pets and the caretakers 
and adult children of older folks should know the needs, problems, and 
medications of their seniors in order to plan with and for them.  
 
OEM’s operations center across from Costco at Rt. 29 and West Ox Road 
has food and water to be self-sustaining for up to 30 days. You may not 
need as much but you should be prepared for several days. 
 
Most emergencies in Fairfax County so far have been weather related. Fair-
fax County is fortunate to have the National Weather Service located here in 
Sterling. The OEM has cultivated a very good relationship with that office 
and generally has advance warning of events. In many cases, the safety question is, “Should I stay or should I go?” 
The answer is, “Get where you need to be before the storm hits.” In some cases, sheltering in place wherever you 
are is a better plan than being on the road. A thermonuclear detonation will cause a flash equivalent to 1,000 suns. 
This would be blinding for several minutes. Imagine the car crashes among all the blinded drivers who hit the road 
instead of sheltering in place.  
 
Instead of feeling that you must rush to personally “save” each member of your family, get to know the safety plans 
for their schools and workplaces. Encourage each place to have a solid plan and practice it. Then leave it to those in 
charge to take care of your scattered family while you take care of yourself and others nearby- something you can 
do because of your excellent prior planning! 
 
If you are interested in volunteering with OEM or First Responders, they use Volunteer Fairfax to recruit and check 
volunteers. You can find out more at VolunteerFairfax.org or by calling 703-246-3460.  
 
 

RAVENSWORTH FARM PLAYGROUP 
 
If you have preschool and younger elementary children, be sure to join the Ravensworth Playgroup Facebook page 
to find out where and when other Ravensworth Farm families are heading out and to swap tips and kid gear.  
 
 

RAVENSWORTH BABYSITTING CO-OP 
 
If you have children ranging in age from baby to younger elementary, you may need the Babysitting Co-op for no-
cost, no-guilt babysitting swaps. Join the co-op through sponsorship by a current co-op member. Contact Rachel 
Cahalan or any other co-op member for more information or to attend the next meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Con’t from Pg. 13 

What clogs govern-
ment response to an 
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8011 Braddock Road  Springfield, VA 22151 
 

Ravensworth Shopping Center 
Braddock Road & I-495 

 

703-321-8280 
 

“We are on your team 
When it comes to car care!” 

 

 

Open 24 Hours—7 Days A Week 
Diesel Fuel 
VA safety & Emission Inspections 
Emergency Road Service 
A.S.E. Certified Mechanics 

 
FAX—703-323-8951 

 
We Accept 

SUNOCO  Master Card  Choice  VISA  Cash Flow 
ravmobil@aol.com 

Ravensworth 
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Call Crowley for all of your plumbing needs. 

(571) 329-3226 
7715 Erie Street, Annandale, VA 22003 ● Licensed & Insured 

Call Crowley for all your 

plumbing needs 

Jim Crowley 

Master Plumber 

SAVE $50* 
No travel charge 

for customers in 
Ravensworth Farm 

* Applies to first visit only 
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Ravensworth Farm 
Swim & Racquet 

Club 

Make a Splash!  Join the Pool! 

Join or renew online at 
www.ravensworthfarmpool.com  

 
Swim and Dive Team registration 

information located on line. 

Summer Employment Opportunities   
Go to the website for more information regarding the 
following positions: Manager, Life Guard, Snack bar.   

 

For Summer Fun… 
Your Neighborhood Pool has it All! 

Swim Team 
Fledgling Swim Team 
Swimming Lessons 
Gated Baby Pool 
Movie Nights 

Dive Team  
Playground 
Volleyball 
Family Night  Party 
Adult Parties 

Tennis Camp 
BBQ Grills 
Picnic Area 
Ping Pong Table 
Tennis Courts 
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