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Article I, Section 3, of the Civic Association's By-Laws provides that the Association shall be strictly non-partisan, non-political, and non-
sectarian.  Accordingly, the invitation of elected officials and other public figures to speak at Association meetings, and the inclusion of paid 
political or commercial advertisements in the Farmer or in the attached flyers, do not constitute endorsements by the Association. 

The Official Publication of the Ravensworth Farm Civic Association (RFCA), 
Incorporated- Springfield, Virginia 

RAVENSWORTH ELEMENTARY NEWS 
 
As the leaves fall and the air gets crisper, we’re excited 
to share all the latest news and activities happening at our 
school. 
 
This month, we’re focusing on two important events: 
Family Curriculum Night and Run for 
Ravensworth.  Family Curriculum Night is a great 
opportunity for our families to learn about how they can 
extend their child’s learning at home. Thanks to all the 
families who attended!  On Thursday, November 16th, the 
Ravensworth PTA held its yearly Run for Ravensworth 
fundraiser.  The weather was perfect, and our students 
had a great time running.  We appreciate our families and 
community members who donated and supported our 
students and school. 
  
 
Erika Aspuria 
Principal 
Ravensworth Elementary School 
#RavensWorth - Soaring to New Heights 
 
 
 

TASKFORCE ON THE FUTURE OF 
LAKE ACCOTINK 
Matin “Shep” Shepherd 
 
The Task Force on the Future of Lake Accotink met at 
the Fairfax County Government Center on Monday, 
November 27th, for its eighth meeting since June 26th. 
The County’s contractor, LimnoTech, provided high-
level cost estimates on scenarios they had presented in 
previous meetings. 
 
 

 

December 2023    The Ravensworth Farmer            Issue 3 

THIS ISSUE: 

 
Ravensworth Elementary News, p. 1 

 
Taskforce on the Future of Lake Accotink, p. 1 

 
Best of Braddock Awards, p. 8 

 
Ravensworth Christmas Judging, p. 10 

 
Cub Scout Pack 991 Update, p. 14 

 
Be 'Winter Salt Smart' This Winter,  p. 18 

 
America's Adopt A Soldier®, pgs. 20 - 23 

 
Lake Accotink Ribbon-Cutting, p. 23 

 
Important Links 

Join the RFCA & receive the Ravensworth Farm Direc-
tory through this web link: 

https://www.ravensworthfarm.org/join  

Subscribe to the RFCA mailing list to receive important 
email blasts and the Farmer (scroll down to the bottom 
of the page for the form to subscribe): 

https://www.ravensworthfarm.org/  

Join the Ravensworth Farm Facebook page for commu-
nity sharing and discussions and event updates: 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/134665557176/?
ref=share&mibextid=q5o4bk Continued on Page 4 

https://lakebraddockss.fcps.edu/student-services/academic-advising/23-24-school-year
https://ravensworthes.fcps.edu/
https://www.instagram.com/RavensworthElementary/
mailto:RFCA.Lake.Accotink@gmail.com
https://www.ravensworthfarm.org/join
https://www.ravensworthfarm.org/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/134665557176/?ref=share&mibextid=q5o4bk
https://m.facebook.com/groups/134665557176/?ref=share&mibextid=q5o4bk
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RAVENSWORTH FARM CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

President Marcie Winitt 703-678-9074 Prez@ravensworthfarm.org  

1st Vice President John Ritchie 703-321-8427 VP1@ravensworthfarm.org 

2nd Vice President VACANT  VP2@ravensworthfarm.org  

Recording Secretary Ginger Rogers 703-321-1151 RecSec@ravensworthfarm.org  

Corresponding Secretary VACANT   CorSec@ravensworthfarm.org 

Treasurer Kristoffer Hull 703-517-8471  Treasurer@ravensworthfarm.org 

STANDING COMMITTEES  

Schools & Education Jill Mowbray 703-865-8368 Schools@ravensworthfarm.org  

Green Committee VACANT  Green@ravensworthfarm.org 

Membership & Communication Elissa Myers 703-626-9087 Membership@ravensworthfarm.org  

SPECIAL COMMITTEES  

Entrance Signs Margaret Kinder 703-764-9576 Entrance@ravensworth.org 

Hospitality Ruth Hartman 703-321-8063  Hospitality@ravensworthfarm.org 

New Neighbors Cindy Cho  757-672-4366 New@ravensworthfarm.org 

Directory  Coordinator Stephen Beste 703-321-9110 Directory@ravensworthfarm.org  

 Advertising Sue Hillmer 703 282-3964 Advertising@ravensworthfarm.org  

 Distribution Elissa Myers 703-626-9087 Membership@ravensworthfarm.org  

Farmer         Editor Roberto Bernate 703-244-7460 Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com 

                   Layout/Format Roberto Bernate 703-244-7460 Layout@ravensworthfarm.org 

                   Advertising/Flyers  John Ritchie 703-321-8427  VP1@ravensworthfarm.org 

                   Distribution 2nd Vice President  VP2@ravensworthfarm.org  

                   Advertising Sue Hillmer 703 282-3964   Advertising@ravensworthfarm.org 

Webmaster Roberto Bernate 703-244-7460 Webmaster@ravensworthfarm.org  

Community Organizations    

     PTA President, Ravensworth Megan Farinholt  President@ravensworthpta.org 

     Pool President Dan VanBrunt  President@ravensworthfarmpool.com 

     Green Thumb Garden Club Eleanor Lillo 703-354-2454  Garden@ravensworthfarm.org  

P.O. BOX 1733, SPRINGFIELD, VA 22151 

Please help fill these open positions with the RFCA! 
 

President, 1st & 2nd Vice President, Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, Green Committee Lead, 

& Distribution for The Farmer 
 

Please contact Marcie Winitt (prez@ravensworthfarm.org) 
for additional information or to volunteer. 

mailto:Prez@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:VP1@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:VP2@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:RecSec@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:%20CorSec@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:%20Treasurer@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Schools@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Schools@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Green@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Membership@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Membership@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Entrance@ravensworth.org
mailto:Hospitality@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:New@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Directory@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:directory@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Advertising@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Membership@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com
mailto:Layout@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:%20VP1@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:VP2@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:%20Advertising@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Webmaster@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:president@ravensworthpta.org
mailto:president@ravensworthfarmpool.com
mailto:Garden@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:prez@ravensworthfarm.org
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Experience a 
Ravensworth 

community church 
where all are welcome. 

 

5610 Inverchapel Road, Springfield, VA 
(571) 281-8424 (church) 

 
Pastor Team: 

Kimberly Spence & Laura Evers 
 

Sunday Services: 
11:05 am  Worship Service 

Online every Sunday; In person 1st & 3rd 
 

Look to us for year-round community events! 
Follow us on Facebook @springfieldcofccongregation 

and Instagram @springfieldcofchrist  
CofChristSpringfield.weebly.com 

communityofchristpastorteam@gmail.com 
 

Life Church (Spanish Congregation) 
Pastors: Henry & Nelda Reyes 

 
Worship Services: Saturday 7:30pm; Sunday 5:30pm 

 
(703)928-8824 

henryreyes123@yahoo.com 
www.iglesiadevida.org 

 

 

    R & M 

CLEANING  

SERVICES 

 

•RELIABLE 

•EXPERIENCED 

•GOOD REFERENCES 

•FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING  

•REASONABLE RATES 
 

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT 
 

Free In-home Estimate                                                 
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally                                   

Move-in or Move-out Office      
 
                                                           

 

Call MARYEN or RAUL at 
(703) 321-5335 

Make checks payable to Troop 829 NCAC-BSA 

• Presidents’ Day 

• 4th of July 

• Memorial Day 

• Labor Day 

For a $40 tax-deductible donation, the Boy Scouts 
of Troop 829 will display a large American flag on: 

Mail or drop off your $40 
Mike Kigin 
BSA Troop 829 
706 South Oakland St. 
Arlington, VA 22204 

Please be sure to include these items with your donation: 
 
1. Your name 
2. Your phone # 
3. Your email 
4. Address where we will put the flags 

Or, we’ll come to you 
Schedule a Scout to come 
pick up your donation. 
571-332-1757 or email: 
Troop829Flags@gmail.com 

Put a Flag in Your Yard 
on 

4 Holidays 
and benefit the Boy Scouts 

https://www.facebook.com/springfieldcofccongregation
https://www.instagram.com/springfieldcofchrist/
https://cofchristspringfield.weebly.com/
mailto:communityofchristpastorteam@gmail.com
mailto:henryreyes123@yahoo.com
http://www.iglesiadevida.org/
mailto:Troop829Flags@gmail.com
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Association Meetings & Deadlines 2023 

 
They did not include an estimate for a full dredge, so the Task Force was unable to compare process events provided 
by the previous analysis completed by Arcadis and shared with the community in February when the Fairfax County 
Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES) recommended against dredging the Lake, and 
rather, allow it to become a “managed wetland.” LimnoTech confirmed the costs of individual parts of the dredge 
activities provided by Arcadis. A lengthy question and answer session followed the presentation, during which 
members of the Task Force sought clarifications on assumptions that LimnoTech used to arrive at the cost 
conclusions. Not all Task Force members were satisfied with the answers received. 
 
The last part of the meeting consisted of briefings from each subcommittee chair. The Task Force administration (at 
Supervisor Walkinshaw’s) office emailed Task Force members with advance copies of these reports for review 
before the meeting. Following the individual subcommittee reporting, Chairman Bulova asked for a motion to 
accept their report for incorporation into the Task Force's final report that will go forward to the Board of 
Supervisors (BOS) on December 5th and the Environmental Committee on December 12th. The Task Force voted to 
accept the reports for incorporation with considerations for suggested edits and completion of some committee 
sections. 

 

 
MONTH 

BOARD MEETING/FARMER 
DEADLINE/FLYERS DUE 

DEADLINE FLYER DEADLINE 

 
DETAILS 

September 6 RFCA Board Meeting 

October 4 RFCA Board Meeting 

October 19 RFCA General Membership Meeting* 

November 1 RFCA Board Meeting 

December 6 RFCA Board Meeting 

January 3 RFCA Board Meeting 

February 7 RFCA Board Meeting 

March 6 RFCA Board Meeting 

March 21 RFCA General Membership Meeting* 

April 3 RFCA Board Meeting 

May 1 RFCA Board Meeting 

May 23 RFCA General Membership Meeting* 

General Membership Meetings are held at the Ravensworth Elementary School cafeteria. 
 
All Board Meetings are open to residents of Ravensworth Farm. Unless noted otherwise, all meetings are 7:30 
PM online. For a link to join, contact Ginger Rogers, RFCA Recoding Secretary, RecSec@ravensworthfarm.org. 

HELP WANTED: FARMER DELIVERY 
 

                            The RFCA continues the search for a few organizations interested in delivering The Farmer to 
                             every house in the neighborhood which will now be three issues between September through 
                             June - coincident with the General Membership Meetings.  If your organization would like to 

                              take part in this paid service opportunity, please contact: Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com. 

“Taskforce” Continued from Page 1 

Continued on Page 6 

mailto:RecSec@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com
mailto:ravensworth.farmer@gmail.com
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In addition to the subcommittee reports, Martin Shepherd, the representative for Ravensworth Farm Civic 
Association, briefed the Task Force on his findings concerning the use of Robinson Terminal as a dewatering and 
transportation hub. This finding highlights these benefits over other alternatives that caused community concern:  
 
✓ Eliminates destruction of mature tree canopy along Accotink Creek and within Wakefield Park 
✓ Eliminates daily heavy truck traffic in residential neighborhoods 
✓ Reduces the carbon footprint of transporting dried dredge materials by 87.05% 
✓ The Task Force accepted Mr. Shepherd's findings for inclusion in the Task Force’s final report, with 

suggested edits. 
 
 

The Task Force meeting is available for viewing at this link: https://www.ebmcdn.net/fairfax/fairfax-cable-viewer-
vtt2-embed.php?viewnode=LakeAccotink_11_27_23. 
 

The next Task Force meeting will be on December 4th, 7:00 - 9:00 pm. 
 

All meetings are open to the public. Chairman Bulova invites the public to comment before the commencement of 
each meeting. Remember that channel 16 streams the meetings live on the meeting date. 
 

For more information, visit The Task Force on the Future of Lake Accotink website at: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/lake-accotink-task-force. 

 

No Registration Fee !! 

 for our neighbors !!! 

 Warm and Caring 

 Safe and Affordable 

 Nutritious Meals and Snacks 

 Arts and Crafts, Pre-School Curriculum 

 Fun Outdoor/Indoor Activities 

 Meets the Pre-School Curriculum 

Shringar Rana       

571-338-3958 

ravensworthome@gmail.com 

 
 Ages: Newborn– 5 yrs. 
 Hours: 7:30-6:00 
 Full or Part time and Drop Ins are  

Welcome 

Jubilant Tots  
• County Certified 

• CPR and First Aid Trained 

• MAT Certified 

• Great references from the neighborhood 

parents 

• Experience with varied ages 

“Taskforce” Continued from Page 4 

mailto:RFCA.Lake.Accotink@gmail.com
https://www.ebmcdn.net/fairfax/fairfax-cable-viewer-vtt2-embed.php?viewnode=LakeAccotink_11_27_23
https://www.ebmcdn.net/fairfax/fairfax-cable-viewer-vtt2-embed.php?viewnode=LakeAccotink_11_27_23
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/lake-accotink-task-force
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/lake-accotink-task-force
mailto:ravensworthome@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS may be placed in The Farmer at no cost to Ravensworth Farm 
residents. Classified ads may be placed by sending them to 
rfcafarmer@ravensworthfarm.org or to PO Box 1733, Springfield, VA 22151. The 
classified ad section is a service to Ravensworth residents and is not intended for 
business or commercial use. Ads for house sales, commercial services, etc. will be run 
in this section once. If you wish to repeat your ad, you will need to purchase 

advertising in The Farmer . 

ODD-JOBS, YARD 
WORK, AND 
MORE  

If you’re looking for a bit of help around the yard or house or someone to walk your 
dog, remember to check the Youth Services listing in the Ravensworth Farm Directory. 
It contains a list of your younger neighbors who would like to help out and earn some 
money, too. Kids 12 and up, if you would like to be included in the Youth Services 
section of next year’s directory, email directory@ravensworthfarm.org with a parent’s 
phone number and in which categories you would like to be listed.  

DECORATED 
CAKES 

Teen Farmer will decorate cakes or cupcakes for your event or party or just for fun. 
One to five dozen cupcakes or one to three cakes per event. Advance notice necessary 
to work it in around school. Text or call Rebekah at 703-321-8757 with questions or to 
receive a link to cake albums. 

DONATIONS 
ACCEPTED 

Good condition used clothes, baby gear (not cribs), and small, useful kitchen items for 
Immanuel’s Hope and good condition clothes, winter outerwear, new socks, and small 
toiletries for Central Union Mission in DC. Drop off at Immanuel Bible Church lobby 
(Braddock Rd entrance #1) or the Ortiz home in Ravensworth Farm. Ortiz Family – 
571-331-9138 

WANTED Good used furniture for needy low income families in the Annandale Area.  Needed are 
beds (no kings), dressers, kitchen tables & chairs, sofas (under 84 inches), love seats, 
end tables, lamps, sheets, blankets, pillows, working flat TVs and microwaves and 
9x12 clean rugs. (No sleep sofas.)  Contact Annandale Christian Community for 
Action for pick up by emailing Bill Sinclair at billsinclair2@verizon.net or Mary Lee 
Dispirito at ddmld@verizon.net. 

 
BEST OF BRADDOCK AWARDS CEREMONY & RECEPTION 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=791905959409888&set=gm.1492009538247368
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=791905959409888&set=gm.1492009538247368
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The 2024 neighborhood directory is here. 
 
Get yours by joining the Ravensworth Farm Civic Association for $15/
year. 
 
Join at the School on Election Day (November 7th), or online 
at ravensworthfarm.org. 
 
We will deliver a Directory to you. 
 
Contact Directory@ravensworthfarm.org for questions or further 
information. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RAVENSWORTH 2023 CHRISTMAS LIGHT AND DECORATIONS JUDGING! 
By Ginger Rogers & Elissa Myers 

 
The Halloween decorations in the neighborhood were 
spectacular this year – well…a little spooky but so much fun! 
Thank you to all the families who went the extra mile to make 
this a special holiday! And now the December decorating 
begins! Christmas and Hanukkah lights, Santa and his reindeer, 
wreaths, and greenery, and so much more, warming up the long 
cold December nights! In keeping with a long Ravensworth 
Farm tradition, we will again have an opportunity to recognize 
those homes that stand out as above and beyond – the 
community favorites. We will recognize: Best Overall, Best 
Religious, Best Window/Door, and Kid’s Choice Plus…
honorable mentions!  
 
Beginning on Sunday, December 10th, through Sunday, December 17th 2023, you can drive around and enjoy the 
sights and then enter your favorites online on Survey Monkey at this link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/62X9935. 
 
Or, on Sunday, December 17th, you are invited to come to the home of Elissa Myers and Bill Rogers (and Shadow) 

at 5315 Moultrie Road for an in-person gathering for hot cocoa and light snacks from 5:00 – 7:00 pm to team up 
with other neighbors, get a score sheet, and go out in cars to find your favorites and bring them back. Input from 

those attending will be added to the responses on Survey Monkey. 

 
Winners will be announced on Monday, December 18, 2023! 

 

 

 

mailto:ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Directory@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:directory@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:recsec@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Membership@ravensworthfarm.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/62X9935
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/62X9935
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CUB SCOUT PACK 991 

By Sean Tompkins, Pack 991 Committee Chair  

 
Greetings Neighbors, 
 
November sure flew by, and we hope you all had a great Thanksgiving. 
 
Last month, your friendly neighborhood Cub Scouts stayed busy doing good turns and having adventures. All that 
hard work paid off and there were almost too many badges and achievements to count awarded at the last Pack 
meeting. Scouts received many belt loops for completed Adventures, patches for the Fall Campout and Scouting for 
Food, and even one for participation in the Jamboree on the Air and Jamboree on the Internet (JOTA/JOTI). Most 
notably, many of our first-year Scouts received their Bobcat Badge, certifying that they have memorized and 
understand the Scout Law, Oath, Sign, Motto, and Salute. Great work, Scouts! 
 
Of note since our last Farmer update, the Pack visited the Children’s Science Center at the Fairfax Mall, helped with 
the Fall cleanup at the Community of Christ Church, and the older Dens worked on the NOVA Stem Award’s 
“Swing!” requirement, disassembling some outdated home appliances and exploring how engineering and simple 
machines affect daily life. 
 
Next up, the Pack will continue with its annual tradition and join other volunteers for Wreaths Across America at the 
Alexandria National Cemetery. Their mission is complementary to that of Scouting: “Remember the fallen. Honor 
those who serve. Teach the next generation the value of freedom.” We hope to see you there. https://
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/. 
 
Additionally in December, along with everyone’s monthly Den activities, many older Webelos and Arrow of Light 
(AOL) Scouts will have the opportunity to visit the Burke Fire Station as well as participate in an Archery program at 
the Izaak Walton League Chapter in Centerville. 
 
Lastly, a continued THANK YOU goes to this awesome community for supporting the Pack, in particular, the 
Ravensworth Elementary School and Parent Teacher Association and the Community of Christ Church.  
 
Do you want to join us? Cub Scout Pack 991 is open to all girls and boys from Kindergarten through 5th Grade. We 
maintain BSA’s Journey to Excellence “Gold” status and our trained and dedicated leaders take pride in consistently 

delivering an exceptional program. If you have a child who is interested in joining, please contact Matt Kurtz or Sean 

Tompkins at: cubpack991@gmail.com or visit https://beascout.scouting.org/. To see what we have going on, please 
visit us at: https://sites.google.com/view/cubscoutspack991/ or follow “Scout Pack 991” on Facebook.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR SNAP? 
 
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) can be used like cash to buy food from authorized retailers 
and online from Amazon and Walmart but cannot be used for delivery fees. Recipients receive an Electronic Benefits 
Transfer card. Your account is debited each time eligible food items are purchased. A secret Personal Identification 
Number is required.  
 
Your household must meet certain requirements to be eligible for SNAP benefits. The application process can be 
done by computer or phone—no need to come in person. Apply online at http://commonhelp.virginia.gov/ or call 1-
855-635-4370. For details, call the Department of Family Services Customer Care Line at 703-324-7500, TTY 711. 

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
mailto:cubpack991@gmail.com
https://beascout.scouting.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/cubscoutspack991/
http://commonhelp.virginia.gov/
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HAVING DIFFICULTY PREPARING MEALS? 
(Article from the Department of Family Services) 
 
The Meals on Wheels nutrition program provides home-delivered nutrition services targeted to persons 60 years of 
age or older as well as younger individuals who may have a disability and are temporarily unable to prepare meals 
for themselves due to illness or accident. Weekly meals are available for in-home delivery. Priority is given to older 
individuals with the greatest economic and social needs, with special emphasis on low-income minority individuals, 
older individuals with limited English proficiency, and individuals at risk for institutional placement. The program is 
targeted to support eligible adults to remain independent in their own homes with support by this program. The 
meals program currently provides a weekly, contact-free meal delivery of 11 flash-frozen meals. Meals are delivered 
once per week. Apply by calling the Department of Family Services at 703-324-5409. 
 
 
 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS - BE A BLOCK CAPTAIN 
 
Block captains deliver pre-paid Directory orders, sign up new Civic Association members, and deliver Directories on 
the spot. Forty of your neighbors volunteered last year. However, many streets didn’t have active block captains, so 
membership was down- resulting in a significant reduction in the budget for Civic Association activities. Sign up for 
a block near you or be adventurous and visit the other side of the neighborhood! Contact Elissa Myers to be a block 
captain at 703-626-9087 or Membership@ravensworthfarm.org. 
 
 
 

NEW NEIGHBORS 
 
New folks move in all the time. If you have new neighbors, tell Cindy Cho. If you are a new neighbor- welcome! 
Please let Cindy know you have arrived so one of her New Neighbor Committee members can stop by with 
information and some goodies. Contact Cindy Cho at New@ravensworthfarm.org. 
 
 

YOUR INFORMATION NEEDED 
 
Please send the address (and name if you know it) for new neighbors, babies, or deaths. New neighbors’ names 
(adult or infant) will only be reported in The Ravensworth Farmer with their permission. If you are a new neighbor 
and haven’t received a visit from Cindy Cho of the New Neighbor Committee, please let her know you are here at 
New@ravensworthfarm.org. 
 
 

COLUMNISTS & WRITERS WANTED 
 
Are you a writer or a wanna-be writer? Do you have information to share on a regular or semi-regular basis? Join the 
“staff” of The Ravensworth Farmer and share your expertise or information with the other 856 homes in our 
neighborhood via the only medium they all receive- The Ravensworth Farmer. Email Shobha McConnell at 
Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com. 
 
 

ODD-JOBS, YARD WORK, AND MORE 
 
If you’re looking for a bit of help around the yard or house or someone to walk your dog, remember to check the 
Youth Services listing in the Ravensworth Farm Directory. It contains a list of your younger neighbors who would 
like to help out and earn some money, too. Kids 12 and up, if you would like to be included in the Youth Services 
section of next year’s directory, email directory@ravensworthfarm.org with a parent’s phone number and in which 
categories you would like to be listed. 
 

mailto:Membership@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:New@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:vp2@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:New@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:vp2@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com
mailto:directory@ravensworthfarm.org
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SOURCE WATER PROTECTION: BE 'WINTER SALT SMART' THIS WINTER 
Excerpt From: “Straight From the Tap,” Fairfax Water, Fall, 2023 
Submitted by Stephanie Hammond  
 
What’s the problem? 
In the winter, salt keeps us safe while we are on the move, but it also leads to higher levels of salt in the region’s 
drinking water supply, including the Potomac River and Occoquan Reservoir. 
  
What is winter salt? 
Winter salt is rock salt (sodium chloride) or ice melt (a blend of sodium chloride, magnesium chloride, and other 
salts). These materials are used in the winter to prevent the icing of sidewalks, parking lots, and roadways. 
  
Why is increased salt in the drinking water supply a problem for water utilities? 
Salt cannot be removed via traditional drinking water and wastewater treatment processes. It can also be corrosive 
to plumbing and may have health impacts for those on low-sodium diets. 
  
What can I do to help? 

• Shovel early. Remove snow from pavements before it turns to ice. 

• Use less salt. A 12-ounce coffee mug of salt should be enough for a 20-foot driveway or about 10 sidewalk 
squares. 

• Spread salt evenly. Try to not distribute in clumps. Watch the temps. When it is colder than 15°F, do not 

apply winter salt; it will not work. 

 
Source:    https://www.fairfaxwater.org/news/straight-tap-fall-2023 

Reminder from submitter: 
 
The storm drains in your street catch, move, and release rainwater into the nearest stream to keep excess 
water away from your property. But fallen leaves and other debris can cause localized flooding if they cover 
those storm drains. Blowing or sweeping fallen leaves into the street makes them a safety and stormwater 
hazard to your property and your neighborhood. You can help prevent this from happening by removing 
leaves from the street and storm drains near your property, usually with a rake. DO NOT BLOW LEAVES 
INTO THE STREET. (Quoted text). 

https://www.fairfaxwater.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/fall_2023.pdf
https://www.fairfaxwater.org/news/straight-tap-fall-2023
https://www.bothellwa.gov/1448/Flood-Prevention


Page 19 The Ravensworth Farmer 
 December 2023 

 

Ravensworth Farm’s 

Appreciation Day 
EVERY TUESDAY 

 
Present this flyer at Kilroy’s and get 15% 

off your total purchase  
Not valid with other offers or discounts 

Dine in only 

Not valid on Happy Hour Specials 

Not including alcohol 

5250 Port Royal Rd. Springfield, Va. 22151 

703-321-7733 
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The following pages (pgs. 20 - 23) have been submitted by: 
Mary Keeser 
Founder, America’s Adopt A Soldier® 
Certified 501(c)(3) 
@ameradpt_a_sldr 
www.facebook.com/Americas-Adopt-A-Soldier 
 

https://www.americasadoptasoldier.org/
mailto:contact@americasadoptasoldier.org
mailto:@ameradpt_a_sldr
http://www.facebook.com/Americas-Adopt-A-Soldier
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New Playground At Lake Accotink Park Celebrated With Ribbon-Cutting 

Extracted text & photo: Mark Hand, Patch, Burke, VA, 3 November 2023 
 
Fairfax County officials participated in a ribbon-cutting on Thursday to celebrate the completion of a new play-
ground at Lake Accotink Park. 
 
SPRINGFIELD, VA — Fairfax County 
officials participated in a ribbon-cutting 
on Thursday to celebrate the construc-
tion of a new playground at Lake Ac-
cotink Park. 
 
Braddock District Supervisor James 
Walkinshaw, who asked the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors earlier this 
year to provide funds for a new play-
ground, was joined by Board of Supervi-
sors Chair Jeff McKay, Springfield Dis-
trict Supervisor Pat Herrity and Fairfax 
County Park Authority officials to cele-
brate the completion of the new play-
ground. 
 
Walkinshaw thanked the Parks Authority 
for designing, ordering and installing the 
new playground "in record time." 
 
Source: https://patch.com/virginia/burke/new-playground-lake-accotink-park-celebrated-ribbon-cutting. 

https://patch.com/virginia/burke/new-playground-lake-accotink-park-celebrated-ribbon-cutting
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WHY JOIN THE CIVIC ASSOCIATION? 
 
Your $15 membership (what a bargain!) helps cover the cost of writing, printing, and delivering this newsletter to all 
858 homes in Ravensworth Farm eight times per year.  
 
It also covers the cost of updating and printing the Ravensworth Farm Community Directory each year. The Directo-
ry is only available to members. In addition to providing the names, addresses, and phone numbers of your neigh-
bors (so you’ll know where to go to pick up those items being offered on the Ravensworth Farm Facebook page), the 
Directory also provides you with emergency numbers (for when your internet is dead), and useful non-emergency 
numbers. It contains the history of Ravensworth Farm and other historical information. It even contains contact in-
formation for youth looking to work! If you need a teen to babysit, pet sit, shovel, rake, or wash your car, just $15 
gets you a copy of this coveted list.  
 
In addition to The Ravensworth Farmer and the Ravensworth Farm Directory, the Civic Association also funds:  
 

• Three informative general meetings per year,  

• Community-wide Fall Festival,  

• Holiday decoration judging,  

• Summer picnic/BBQ/bash,  

• Maintenance of the plants and signs at the three community entrances,  

• Donations to the Scouts and the school,  

• Coordination and advertising of the fall and spring community-wide yard sales,  

• Community large-trash-items clean-up day every spring, and 

• Many other activities and community-care needs.  
 
If you are not a member, join now via RavensworthFarm.org, contact Elissa Myers to become a member at 703-321-
7590, or Membership@ravensworthfarm.org, or answer the door when your Block Captain comes knocking. It 
would be great to welcome every one of our nearly 860 households into the Civic Association! 
 
 

ADVERTISE IN THE RAVENSWORTH FARMER 
 
Reach nearly 860 homes with news of your services or merchandise seven times over the 2022-2023 year. Contact 
Sue Hillmer at Advertising@ravensworthfarm.org for information on permanent ads in the body of The Ravens-
worth Farmer. 
 
 

“GEM” REVIEWS 

 
The Ravensworth Farm Community Association board wants to encourage neighbors to share great ideas with 
neighbors. Whether it’s an eatery, theater, pool, park, repair place, preschool, or builder, if you’ve found a “gem” …
please share. Send reviews to Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com. Thanks for sharing! 
 
 

KIDS’ CORNER 
 
Kids’ Corner is a place where Ravensworth kids 18 and under can have their writing and art published for all of Ra-
vensworth Farm to see. Send your 500 or fewer-word submissions or black-and-white art (high-resolution file) to 
Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com. Be sure to include your name and where you live (your address won’t be pub-
lished). All genres appropriate for a general audience are welcome. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/134665557176
https://www.ravensworthfarm.org/
mailto:Membership@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:vp2@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Advertising@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:vp2@ravensworthfarm.org
mailto:Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com
mailto:Ravensworth.Farmer@gmail.com
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Convenient Before & After Hours Pickup 
 

 

 

CAPITAL CAR CARE 
Complete Automotive Service 

Established 1977 

7978 Forbes Place 
(behind Ravensworth Shopping Center) 

 

 

 

703-321-8981 
 

 

60 Years of Servicing Cars by Three Generations of Sterns  
 

 

7:30am - 5 pm M-F 

“Early bird” drop off 
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