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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 
Dear Farmers, 
 
This is the last Farmer of the season. It's been an auspi-
cious year for Ravensworth Farm. We've enjoyed a full 
civic association board. We've restarted the Entrance 
Committee to great effect. And we've seen Farmers make 
a tremendous impact on the Fairfax County Community. 
 
So please join me on August 4 at 4:00 pm to celebrate 
Ravensworth Farm and thank a few of the many wonder-
ful people who have worked to make our neighborhood 
such a great place to live. And there will be food. Every-
one is invited to the pool for our BBQ and awards cere-
mony. (Meat is provided, bring a side or dessert to 
share.) 
 
Lake Accotink Update 
 
On April 30, Supervisors Cook and McKay hosted anoth-
er community meeting about Lake Accotink, at which all 
the options for the lake's future were discussed. Supervi-
sors Herrity and Gross were also in attendance. All of the 
supervisors spoke to me approvingly of keeping the lake 
much as it is now. In addition, Supervisor Cook con-
firmed that, in the long run, dredging and adding a fore-
bay, which had been billed as the most expensive of the 
options for the lake, is actually the least expensive of all 
the options. That is because of the hidden costs of losing 
Lake Accotink associated to the requirements of water 

 Con’t Pg. 3 

PAY CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
DUES ONLINE 

 
If you still need to pay your Civic Association 
dues for 2017-2018, you can do so by going 

to http://pay.ravensworthfarm.org. 
 

You can pay via PayPal or credit card. All 
Civic Association members will receive a free 

copy of the Ravensworth Farm Community 
Directory. Civic Association dues are $15 and 

cover the cost of activities ranging from 
entrance beautification to the Community 

BBQ, as well as publication of 
The Ravensworth Farmer. 

STOP—SAVE THIS FARMER! 
It’s the last one until 

September. 

Check the website, Facebook page, 
and sign up for the RFCA 

enewsletter to receive up-to-date 
information during the summer. 
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RAVENSWORTH FARM CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

President Allan Robertson 703-627-0219 prez@ravensworthfarm.org 

1st Vice President Scott Houghton 703-321-7320 vp1@ravensworthfarm.org 

2nd Vice President James Walkinshaw 703-314-1473 vp2@ravensworthfarm.org 

Recording Secretary Ginger Rogers 703-321-1151 recsec@ravensworthfarm.org 

Corresponding Secretary John Ritchie  corsec@ravensworthfarm.org 

Treasurer Phil Baxter  treasurer@ravensworthfarm.org 

STANDING COMMITTEES  

Public Service (Streets / Sidewalks) Tom Terry 703-209-2675 rfnw@ravensworthfarm.org 

Schools & Education Jill Mowbray 703-865-8368 bjm820@hotmail.com 

Green Committee Jim Hickey 703-321-8535  

Membership & Communications Elissa Myers 703-321-7590  

Zoning Committee Ellen Eggerton 703-321-4948  

SPECIAL COMMITTEES  

Entrance Committee James Walkinshaw 703-314-1473 james.walkinshaw@gmail.com 

Hospitality Ruth Hartman 703-321-8063 hospitality@ravensworthfarm.org 

New Neighbors Pam Ryan 703-447-6283 pkryan74@gmail.com 

Directory Coordinator 
Advertising 

Stephen Beste 
VACANT 

703-321-9110 
 

directory@ravensworthfarm.org 

Farmer  Editor 
 Preparation 
 Printing, Flyers  
 Distribution 
 Advertising 

 

Sara Ortiz 
Susan Deyampert 
Laura Asiello 
James Walkinshaw 
VACANT 

 

703-321-8757 
703-321-3150 
703-321-7840 
703-314-1473 
 

 

rfcafarmer@ravensworthfarm.org 
 
jfasiello@aol.com 
james.walkinshaw@gmail.com  
ads@ravensworthfarm.org   

Neighborhood Watch Tom Terry 703-209-2675 rfnw@ravensworthfarm.org 

Community Organizations    

     PTA President, Ravensworth ES Nicole Ferrara  president@ravensworthpta.org 

     Pool President Rob Hannam 703-321-7398  

     Green Thumb Garden Club Ursula Schuttinga 703-321-3535  

     Lancaster Fresh Community     
     Supported Agriculture 

Jennifer Auble 703-922-9353 jenmarzouk@yahoo.com 

     Golden Ravens Joan Crofford 703-321-7809  
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Association Meetings & Deadlines 2017-18 

quality regulations. Because of what the lake is already doing to help meet regulatory obligations by trapping pollut-
ing sediment, it would cost twice as much to lose the lake as it will to save the lake, according to Supervisor Cook. 
 
With the support of so many County Supervisors, the future of Lake Accotink looks favorable for now. But there is 
still much to be done. 
 
In this issue is an insert that is addressed to the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. Please use this form to let the 
Board of Supervisors know that you support Lake Accotink. And while you’re at it, add a personal comment to tell 
them why you support saving the lake and just how much Lake Accotink means to you. 
 
In the space that is left for my letter I wish to thank the many people who have committed so much time and money 
to saving Lake Accotink. What a wonderful experience it has been to see the community come together to achieve a 
common goal. Thank you. 
 
And come to the Ravensworth Farm Civic Association BBQ! I’ll see you August 4. 
 
Truly yours, 
Allan Robertson, President of the Board 
Ravensworth Farm Civic Association 
prez@ravensworthfarm.org 
 
 
GREEN THUMB GARDEN CLUB  
 
The Garden Club will meet through the summer this year - March through December- in order to enjoy the ‘garden 
season’ and avoid winter months. Meetings are generally the first Wednesday of each month. Please call Agnes Hite 
at 703-321-4808 for meeting location and membership information.  
 
 
JOIN RAVENSWORTH’S CUB SCOUTS 
 
Do you have an incoming kindergartner - 5th grader interested in scouting?  If so, Ra-
vensworth’s Cub Pack 991 is waiting for you!  Contact new Cubmaster Dallas Richards 
at cubpack991@gmail.com to learn more. We are a very active group with a focus on 
having fun while learning important skills. Our Pack hosts two family campouts each 
year that are very popular. Come see what you are missing!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
MONTH 

 
EVENTS  

August 

General and Board Meetings and Events are held at Ravensworth Elementary School on Nutting Drive 
unless otherwise noted. Meetings are 7:30pm unless otherwise announced.  

BBQ & Awards Ceremony– Aug. 4 @ Pool, 4pm Awards, 5-7pm Eat & Swim 
All Ravensworth Farm residents invited to eat and swim, even if not pool members. Bring a side dish 

Con’t from Pg. 1 
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RUN FOR RAVENSWORTH – UPDATE 
 
Run 4 Ravensworth, the biggest fundraiser of the year for Ravensworth Elementary School PTA. Around 520 
students ran as many laps in the school parking lot as they could in 20 minutes on May 4 to raise money for the 
school. Each student asked family, friends, and neighbors to sponsor him or her per lap. While pledges had not 
been tallied as The Farmer went to print, at least 600 laps had been tallied. The goal was to raise $20,000. If that 
challenge is met, the school principal, Ms. Roxann Salata, will be put “in jail” in the school lobby.  
 
One hundred percent of the money donated goes to the PTA. The funds are used to pay for school-wide online 
learning licenses, author visits, new library books, special assemblies, field trips, workshops, and more.  
 
 
REWARD FOR LOST TRASH 
 
REWARD for the return of all LOST TRASH! Calling all Lake Accotink past-present-future trail users- We need 
VOLUNTEERS to capture all the lost trash (someone owned it and obviously lost it) around the trails of Lake 
Accotink.    We’ll start off meeting once a month, we’ll increase frequency and days if you can gather the volun-
teers.  ALL ages welcome!   Why should you Volunteer?  Someone needs to, why not be the positive change!  
Almost forgot your reward? Here it is: take a look at the area and your filled trash bag = Clean Park and you Feel-
ing Good   
 
WHEN: 2nd Sunday of Each Month  
WHERE: Lake Accotink Trail -  Ellet and Inverchapel Road trail entrance  
TIME: 9:00am -11:00ish 
ACTIVITY:  Meet at trail entrance, pick up your trash bags and hit the trail-feel free to wander back in the woods  
GOAL: Fill your trash bags with debris carelessly dumped, dropped - forgotten 
HOSTED BY: FLAP (Friends of Lake Accotink Park) 
Note: Long sleeves and pants are encouraged, boots if desired. 
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PEDESTRIAN OVERPASSES ON BRADDOCK ROAD 
 
By Supervisor John Cook 
 
I am organizing a series of community meetings for residents to learn about and comment on the proposed pedestri-
an crossings on Braddock Road, the designs being considered, and possible locations for additional crossings. The 
first meeting will take place in June and the second will be scheduled for October. The specific dates will be an-
nounced in upcoming weeks through the Cook Advisory and Social Media.  
 
Members of the community suggested the County research pedestrian overpasses as part of the Braddock Road 
Multimodal Study. The overpasses would provide an “elevated crossing alternative” that would not affect traffic 
flow at major intersections on Braddock Road. These overpasses would further promote connectivity in Braddock 
by providing pedestrian access to more neighborhoods, shopping centers, and public transportation. After receiving 
feedback from the community and the Braddock Road Task Force, the County planned a pedestrian overpass across 
Braddock Road in between the Red Fox Drive (East) intersection and the Burke Lake Road/Woodland Way intersec-
tion. The County also offered the option of placing an overpass “across Braddock Road in between the Kings Park 
Drive intersection and the Stone Haven Drive intersection” or “across Braddock Road in between the Southampton 
Drive intersection and the Wakefield Chapel Road intersection (closer to the Wakefield Chapel Road intersection).” 
Ultimately, the location of additional overpasses would depend on community interest. The County is open to any 
viable location with community support.  
 
Please stay tuned for further information on the upcoming meetings. Please stay tuned for further information on the 
upcoming meetings. If you have any questions, please contact my office by email at braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov or 
by phone at 703-425-9300. 
 
 
“WIN” FOR ADULTS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  
 
Supervisor John C. Cook has been named the Sponsoring Chairman of the Welcoming Inclusion Network (WIN), a 
collaborative committee dedicated to improving employment opportunities and day services for people with devel-
opmental disabilities. Adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities face a number of challenges when it 
comes to finding employment and day services. The County has historically provided these services to individuals 
with intellectual disabilities in light of inadequate state funding levels. Recent state and federal regulatory changes 
now mandate that such services be provided equally to individuals with developmental disabilities, thus doubling 
the population served. Funding, however, has not increased, requiring changes in our services.  
 
In order to help the County revise its programs, a collaborative group of stakeholders called the Welcoming Inclu-
sion Network was created in February 2018. WIN stakeholders include a wide range of people in the community 
including parents, service providers, advocates and Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board developmental 
disabilities services staff. The group’s goals fall under the four terms of “Network, Design, Employment, and Inclu-
sion.”  
 
The goal associated with Network entails building opportunities for increased information and resource sharing 
among agencies, companies, other organizations, and the community at large. The Design goal is to ensure service 
equity and efficiency through community-designed services. Employment includes boosting employment opportuni-
ties through existing and new service models. The final goal of Inclusion lies in identifying and addressing other 
challenges those with developmental disabilities face in achieving full community inclusion. WIN is still open to 
community members interested in improving these services and community inclusion for those with developmental 
disabilities. If you have any questions, please contact John Cook’s office by email at braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov 
or by phone at 703-425-9300. 
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SNEAKY SUMMER INJURIES 
 
by Cathy Garrard, July 25, 2012 
 
’Tis the season for easy living—until a bug bite, a burn, or a little 
too much booze does you in. More than 29 million people are treat-
ed in the ER for injuries every year, according to the CDC, and 
summertime is far and away the busiest season. (This is especially 
bad news when you consider the fact that hospital medication er-
rors—and fatalities—also spike in summer.)  Here’s how to avoid 
becoming a statistic, and some treatment tips if you’re reading this 
a little too late. 
 
1. BBQ blunders 
Making burgers and kabobs sounds like a brilliant idea, until you remember that you aren’t a grill master. U.S. fire 
departments respond to an average of 8,200 home fires involving grills, hibachis or barbecues per year, and burns to 
the skin and smoke inhalation are far more numerous.  
 
Sidestep it: Exercise caution when lighting the grill and opening the cover, since once it’s fired up, the whole she-
bang is hot.  
 
Treat it: If it’s a minor burn, hold the skin under cool running water to reduce swelling for up to 15 minutes or until 
the pain subsides.  “If the burn is on the face, hands, or over a large part of the body, you may want to seek medical 
attention,” says Dr. McGinnis. 
 
2. Killer sunburns 
They not only hurt, they are evidence of a weakened skin defense. “A burn is an inflammatory reaction by our skin 
to the sun,” says Ranella Hirsch, MD, a Boston dermatologist. Plus, extensive research shows that repeated burns 
can damage your DNA and increase your risk of skin cancer.  
 
Sidestep it: Dr. Hirsh recommends sunscreens with broad spectrum UVA and UVB protection. “But more important 
than the number is how often you reapply it,” says Dr. Hirsch. Slather on another two or three tablespoons every 90 
minutes, whether you’ve been in the water or not. 
 
Treat it: If your skin is scorched, mix one part whole milk with one part cool water and gently apply it into the af-
fected areas with a washcloth. “The proteins in the milk will take away the sting immediately,” says Dr. Hirsch. And 
as it heals, resist the urge to peel off the flaking skin. “You’re opening up ports of entry for infection.” 
 
3. Lawn mowing injuries 
Cutting the grass is not only dirty and loud, it’s dangerous: Each year 80,000 Americans require hospital treatment 
for lawnmower accidents, the majority of which are caused when other things—think rocks and sticks—are acci-
dentally picked up and thrown by the mower blades.  
 
Sidestep it: Make sure your mower is in good working condition, clear the yard of any objects that could be flung by 
the lawnmower blades, and don’t mow without enough daylight. “Always wear proper protective equipment, in-
cluding pants, long sleeves, closed toe shoes, sunglasses and, ideally, hearing protection,” says Dr. McGinnis.  
 
Treat it: It depends on where you get hurt but see a doctor right away if your eyes are injured.  If you’ve cut your-
self, clean the wound with soap and water, and control the bleeding with pressure. “If the injury is severe, seek im-
mediate medical attention,” says Dr. McGinnis.  
 
Source: https://www.prevention.com/health/health-concerns/9-surprising-summer-pains 
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    R & M 

CLEANING  

SERVICES 

 
•RELIABLE 
•EXPERIENCED 
•GOOD REFERENCES 
•FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING  
•REASONABLE RATES 
 

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT 
 

Free In-home Estimate                                                 
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally                                   

Move-in or Move-out Office                                                                
 

Call MARYEN or RAUL at 
(703) 321-5335 

Licensed  Bonded  Insured 
 

TOP QUALITY WORK 
 

703-569-0345 
 

Ravensworth Resident 

NUGENT 
ELECTRIC 

Do you want to lose weight and get fit?.........give me a call! 
Private Fitness Studio 

 
 
 
 

Kate Alleman    Advanced-Certified Personal Trainer   Nutritional Consultant 
 

Phone:  (703) 304-4479       e-mail:finishstrongnsc@gmail.com   Website: www.finishstrongnsc.com 
 
Ravensworth Farm Resident since 1990                 FBI Agent retired January 2011 
 
I provide individual or two person training sessions one hour in duration.  The training starts with a 
comprehensive assessment.  We will work together to achieve your personal goals. 
 
10% discount for Military and Law Enforcement. 
 
 
Basic: Pay as you go                     10 session package                         20 session package 
Single session $65.00/hr            Single session $60.00/hr                  Single session $55.00/hr 
Two person session $85/hr        Two person session $80.00/hr        Two person session $75.00/hr 
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EVENTS 
Something to add? Email RFCAFarmer@ravensworthfarm.org or call 703-321-8757 to add to the calendar of 
events. 
 
++June 1 – Teen Night at the Pool – 7th grade grads through 2018 HS grads 
ONLY, $10, Lock-in 8pm - midnight 
June 3 – Cardboard Boat Regatta – 11am, Lake Accotink Park Marina 
June 9 – History Walk & Talk – led by Ravensworth’s own Mary Lipsey, call 
Jim Hickey at 703-321-8535 for details 
June 15 – Last Day of School for Fairfax County 
++June 15 – Elementary Night at the Pool, rising kindergarten to 2018’s 6th 
grade graduates, adult chaperone must be present. $8, 6-9pm (rain date June 
16) 
++June 18 – Morning Swim Team Practice begins 
June 25-29 – Vacation Bible School at Immanuel Bible Church, Camp Gonnawannasee, 9:30-Noon for ages 4 
through entering 3rd grade; Jump!, 7-9pm for entering 4th-entering 6th grade ($15 early bird, $20 after June 1), 
immanuelbible.church/children/vbs 
++ July 4 – Pool Party free for members and non-member military families, otherwise $10/family, Noon-3pm, 
Belly Flop/Splash contests, Military Raffle, Cake, Music, Activities 
July 23-27 – Fine Arts Camp, rising 4th – 7th graders, see website for auditions for speaking parts, $50 early-bird, 
register at https://immanuelbible.church/music/fine-arts-camp 
July 23-27 – Vacation Bible School: Game On!, 9am-Noon, $10, ages 5 (by September 30, 2018) thru grade 6, 
Parkwood Baptist Church, parkwood.org (Braddock Rd and Kings Park Dr) 
July 30 – Aug 3 - Vacation Bible School: Kids Under Construction; Rising K-Rising 4th Grade. It’s free and 
fun! Register at: www.cornerstoneEfree.org/vbs 
**Aug 4 – Civic Association Community-Wide BBQ, Pool, Farmer of the Year awards at 4pm, Food 5-7pm 
(bring a side or dessert to share), all Ravensworth Farm residents, even if not a pool member. 
Aug 17 - Americas Adopt-a-Soldier Charity Golf Tournament, Volunteers and Golfers needed, Ft. Belvoir Golf 
Club, http://americasadoptasoldier.eventbrite.com 
Aug 28 – First Day of School for Fairfax County Public Schools 
Sep 3 – Labor Day & Pool Closes 
Sep 16 – Americas Adopt-a-Soldier 5k-10k Run-Walk, Volunteers and Runners needed,  
http://americasadoptasoldier.eventbrite.com 
Fall – Community Clean-Up Truck, date and time to be announced when finalized by the County 
 
 
UPCOMING POOL EVENTS 
 
June 15 - Elementary Night (rain date June 16).  DJ, Dinner, and Drink included 
with ticket.  Open to ALL Rising Kindergarteners to 2018’s 6th grade grads.  No 
younger or older siblings, please. An adult chaperone must be present.  Volun-
teers welcome. $8 admission.  6pm-9pm 
 
June 1 - Teen Night with a Rain Date June 8th. Open to all Middle Schoolers 
and High Schoolers (7th grade thru current HS grads ONLY).  DJ, food, and 
fun!  $10 admission. Lock-in 8 pm to 12 am.   
 
July 4 - Annual Pool Party (for members and military families only) from 12pm
-3pm. Cake, music, and activities galore! Belly Flop/Splash Contests, and Mili-
tary Raffle. Non-member military families are also welcome to come with a $10 
family admission (need to show military ID). 
 
July 11 – Relay Carnival Swim Meet – Come cheer on our Ravens. (Oh, and please be patient with all the visiting 
swimmers’ families who are lost and looking for parking.) 
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Because every child should 
know how to swim. 

 

Springfield, VA 
703-321-SWIM(7946) 

The World’s Largest Provider of 
Children’s Swimming Instruction! 

LEARN MORE! 
 

www.kidsfirstswimschools.com | facebook.com/kidsfirstswimschools 
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CLASSIFIED ADS may be placed in The Farmer at no cost to Ravensworth Farm 
residents. Classified ads may be placed by sending them to 
rfcafarmer@ravensworthfarm.org or to PO Box 1020, Springfield, VA 22151. The 
classified ad section is a service to Ravensworth residents and is not intended for 
business or commercial use. Ads for house sales, commercial services, etc. will be run 
in this section once. If you wish to repeat your ad, you will need to purchase 
advertising in The Farmer . 

FOR SALE Women's Trek All-Terrain Bicycle, Model 800 Sport, Black, Frame Size L-20, Wheel 
Size 26, 21 Gears, Good Condition.  Asking $75.00.   Call 703-321-8934. 

FREE Complete set of 35mm photo slide metal cartridges for Kodak Carousel optical projec-
tor. Call 703-321-9268 

FREE Support group for family caregivers and issues in aging. Help carry each other's bur-
dens. Lewis Tagliaferre lewtag@aol.com  703-321-9268 or lewtag@aol.com 

HELP DC 
HOMELESS 

Usable clothing and shoes, blankets, canned foods, etc., collected by a charitable foun-
dation for the winter needs of homeless folks in D.C. Call for free pickups 703703-321
-9268. For details, visit www.Kassirfoundation.org. 

WANTED Good used furniture for needy low income families in the Annandale area.  Needed are 
beds, dressers, kitchen tables & chairs, sofas, love seats, end tables lamps and TV’s.  
Unfortunately, we cannot take sleep-sofas.  Call Bill Sinclair at 703-321-7529 or the 
Annandale Christian Community for Action warehouse at 703-256-1991  Call the 
warehouse ONLY on Saturday mornings. 

FOR SALE HP 17 inch laptop and Lenovo 15 inch 2 in 1 laptop....rarely used...make offer... 
703-321-9268 

FREE Organizing a discussion meet up group in Better Living, Better Dying (c) -  feel good 
inside no matter what happens outside up until the end through personal resilience. 
Treating the whole person, physical, spiritual, intellectual, emotional, social. No com-
mitment, no fee. Schedule to be determined. Hosted by a resident of Ravensworth 
Farm since 1973, author and retired trade association executive. Lewis Tagliaferre, 
phone 703-321-9268, lewtag@aol.com. 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS - BE A BLOCK CAPTAIN 
 
Block captains deliver pre-paid Directory orders and sign up new Civic Association members and deliver Directo-
ries on the spot. Forty of your neighbors volunteered last year. However, many streets didn’t have active block cap-
tains so membership was down- resulting in a significant reduction in budget for Civic Association activities. Sign 
up for a block near you or be adventurous and visit the other side of the neighborhood! Contact Elissa Myers to be 
a block captain- 703-321-7590 or elissa@elissamyers.com. 
 
 
NEW NEIGHBORS COMMITTEE 
 
Pam Ryan is still looking for volunteers to join the committee. However, she would like to thank Cindy Cho and 
Ashton Streavig for volunteering and joining the committee. They have been a great help! 
 
Please e-mail Pam at pkryan74@gmail.com if you would like to help or please let Elissa Myers know if you would 
like to be a block captain. (You can do both!) You don’t have to be a long-time resident of Ravensworth Farm to 
greet new neighbors or be a block captain. A friendly face and a few minutes a week are enough.  
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GEM REVIEW - FLEDGLINGS 
 
review by: Sara Ortiz 
 
We moved to Ravensworth Farm too late in the summer of 2011 to join the pool. As we met neighbors through the 
winter, we heard great things of the pool and how easy it would be to find friends for our then four-year-old daugh-
ter if we joined. We were told we would especially make friends with younger kids and parents if we joined some-
thing called Fledglings. They said Fledglings was swim lessons. Our daughter had already taken swim lessons at 
various REC Centers but we were going to join the pool anyway and it is just blocks from our house, so we signed 
her up. We figured she probably wouldn’t advance more than she had done in her REC lessons.  
 
Boy, were we wrong! It’s amazing what a four-year-old can learn in four concentrated weeks of five lessons per 
week! It’s extra-helpful that the coaches are “big kids” that the little kids really want to impress. After her first sum-
mer of Fledglings, our daughter had conquered the shallow end. After her second summer, the deep end held no fear 
(or danger). After her third summer, she won her event in her first swim meet. She became a fully-fledged Ravens 
Swim Team member for her fourth summer alongside many of her previous Fledglings coaches. Now, she’s waiting 
to turn 13 and be a junior Fledglings coach herself. Only three years to go! (Oh, and we made a lot of friends at the 
pool. Between the pool and the babysitting co-op, she knew LOTS of fellow students when she started kindergar-
ten.) 
 
Note: Your household must be a member of the pool to enroll non-swimmers four to seven in Fledglings or swim-
mers in Ravens Swim and Dive teams. To join the pool and teams, go to www.ravensworthfarmpool.com. Early bird 
discounts have flown for the year but it’s still a worthwhile entertainment and community-building investment. 
 
“GEM” REVIEWS  
The Ravensworth Farm Community Association board wants to encourage neighbors to share great ideas with 
neighbors. Whether it’s an eatery, theater, tool, park, repair place, preschool, or builder, if you’ve found a “gem”…
please share. Send reviews to rfcafarmer@ravensworthfarm.org. Thanks for sharing! 

 

Experience a Ravensworth community 
church where all are welcome. 

 
 

5610 Inverchapel Road, Springfield, VA 
(703) 321-0507 (church)    
(703) 955-0288 (pastor) 
Pastor: Jenet Redfern 

 
 

Sunday Services: 
10:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:45 a.m.  Worship Service 

 
 

Please join us for these community activities: 
Children’s Playground 

Ravensworth Golden Ravens 
Christmas and Easter Special Activities for Everyone! 

 
 

We proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of 
joy, hope, love, and peace. 

 
 

www.CofChrist.org 
www.cofchrist-cbmc.org 

springfieldpastors@gmail.com 

MIRA Construction, Inc. 
General Contractor 

 
 

Home Improvements 
Decks & Porches 

Additions 
Electrical 

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling 
Basements 

Window & Door Replacement 
 

 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR 
RAVENSWORTH RESIDENTS 

 
 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

LICENSED     BONDED     INSURED 
 

 
Ravensworth Resident 

 
Phone:  (703) 321-8811 

 
melstep59@gmail.com 
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North Springfield Professional Center 

7009 Backlick Court 
Springfield, VA 22151-3903 

703-354-2124 
 

Since 1962 

 

We're on the right, headed south toward downtown 
Springfield, the same place we've been since this 

center was built. We’re a small, family owned 
business taking care of our annual clients with 

perhaps a wee bit more complexity than they care 
to input into Turbo-Tax. 

 
Our primary business has taken care of the same 

small business clients through two – and sometimes 
three – generations. 

 
 

We’re open all year. 

Sue Ellen Mann 
EXECTAXSUEELLEN@AOL.COM    

Roger L. Hefferan 
EXECTAXES@AOL.COM 

 

 
 
 
 

Alex Hamilton, Realtor 
Weichert Realtors 

9299 Old Keene Mill Road 
Burke, VA 22015 

 
Office:  (703) 569-7870 
Cell:  (703) 906-6525 

 
Serving Your Homeowner’s Needs 

Since 2001 
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LISTEN TO THE LOCKSMITH FOR KEYS TO A SAFE HOME 
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS ISSUE) 
 
Source: The Golden Gazette, February 2018, published by Fairfax County 
 
High Security Locks Locks are getting better all of the time. It’s been said that every lock can be defeated, but why 
make it easy for the bad guys. Grade 1, high security deadbolt locks are made with high security materials and are 
next to impossible to pick or drill open which means a potential intruder will have to find another way in. 
 
Garage Doors Garage doors provide easy access for locksmiths and burglars. That red pull-cord that hangs just 
inside the door can be grabbed from outside with a simple tool or even a coat hanger to release the drive motor and 
manually lift the door. There are bolt on products that make that impossible. 
 
Locksmiths The state of Virginia requires licensing of locksmiths. The process includes schooling, experience, 
background checks and finger printing. Once licensed, locksmiths have a code of rules and ethics to follow or risk 
losing their license and their ability to work legally. Some of the tasks a residential locksmith can perform for you 
include re-keying cylinders, making new keys, repairing locks, supplying and replacing locks, installing new locks, 
servicing and replacing hinges, and some provide door repairs and emergency lockouts.  
 
Beware There are a number of scammers working as unlicensed locksmiths who take advantage of unsuspecting 
homeowners. They have toll-free 800 area codes and advertise $19 service fees and low rates over the phone but 
that all changes when they show up. I had a recent customer complain that he was charged $700 for the installation 
of a new lock that he later saw for sale at a local big box store for $15. Plus his door was a mess when the scammer 
left. Beware of “cheap” service providers and always ask to see ID and license of any locksmith before granting 
them entry into your home. 
 
Cheap locks—Too many home builders install cheap, low quality, grade 3 residential locks on their doors that offer 
limited security at best. While almost any lock can be defeated, don’t make easy for the bad guys to get in. 
 
Worn or cracked keys—Keys wear out. The more you use them the faster they wear to the point where they no 
longer function. We see a lot of keys that have been used to pry or dig something free and now they’re bent or 
cracked to the point where they no longer slide in to their cylinder or they to break off inside the cylinder. Worn and 
broken keys are a leading cause for lockouts. 
 
Lock box—Lockouts are a locksmith’s bread and butter. The person locked out is at the mercy of the locksmith 
who is going to charge $100 to $300 (depending on time and distance traveled) for less than an hour’s labor. He 
may be able to get you in by some nondestructive method like picking your lock or using some device to jimmy 
your door open. However, he may have to drill your lock open which means an additional expense to replace and re-
key your lock. An extra key secured in a hidden combination lock box bolted to a deck post or some other incon-
spicuous spot with long screws can solve an otherwise expensive situation. 
 
Combination Locks—There are several brands of residential combination locks that enable multiple user codes to 
be added and/or deleted as needed, WiFi access, key override and provide the same security as traditional key-only 
locks. They are available in different colors and styles in both deadbolts and lever sets. 
 
Deadbolts—One of the most critical components to securing a door is a good reliable deadbolt. Selecting the cor-
rect style is very important: single cylinder deadbolts require a key to lock and unlock from the outside and have a 
thumb-turn inside providing fast and simple locking and unlocking which can be lifesaving if you need get out in a 
hurry; double cylinder deadbolts require a key on both sides of the door and should only be used when there is glass 
near, or on the door. Unlocking in an emergency may not be possible if you can’t find the key. 
 
In closing, most locksmiths are available to provide a security survey of your home for a small fee. He or she can 
point out vulnerable areas that may be at risk and suggest solutions to help keep your doors and locks operating 
properly and securing your property. Many of which can be performed using simple tools. 
 
Dave Newhouse is a Fairfax County resident and owner of Community Locksmith Services, LLC. For more infor-
mation please go to www.communitylocksmith.com or you can contact him at locksmith852@gmail.com. 
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Convenient Before & After Hours Pickup 
 

 

 

CAPITAL CAR CARE 
Complete Automotive Service 

Established 1977 

7978 Forbes Place 
(behind Ravensworth Shopping Center) 

 

 

 

703‐321‐8981 
 

 

60 Years of Servicing Cars by Three Generations of Sterns  
 

 

7:30am ‐ 5 pm M‐F 

“Early bird” drop off 
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Call Crowley for all of your plumbing needs. 

(571) 329-3226 
7715 Erie Street, Annandale, VA 22003 ● Licensed & Insured 

Call Crowley for all your 
plumbing needs 

Jim Crowley 
Master Plumber 

SAVE $50* 
No travel charge 

for customers in 
Ravensworth Farm 

* Applies to first visit only 
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JULY 11 - PATIENCE ALERT 
 
Wednesday, July 11 the Ravensworth Swim Team will be hosting the Division 4 Relay Carnival. This is a great 
opportunity for our team and pool. On this evening, there will be many, many cars parking on our neighborhood 
streets around the pool. Thank you, Farmers, for your patience while the pool hosts this large event. Go RA-
VENS!!! Swim fast and have fun!! 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
Volunteers are needed for: 

 Tech help to check operation of donated laptops prior to issuing to Housed Homeless Veterans and At
-Risk Veterans 

 Preparation and Day-Of Volunteers for September 16 5k-10k Run/Walk 
 Preparation and Day-Of Volunteers for August 17 Charity Golf Tournament and Auction 
 Spirit Fridays, First Fridays, 10-Noon, Ft. Belvoir Community Hospital (1st Floor, Eagles Pavilion), 

collect & package toys, clothing, care packages, books, etc. 
 
See http://americasadoptasoldier.eventbrite.com for more information on all events and to volunteer.  
 
 
COLUMNISTS & WRITERS WANTED 
 
Are you a writer or wanna-be writer? Do you have information to share on a regular or semi-regular basis? Join the 
“staff” of The Ravensworth Farmer and share your expertise or information with the other 856 homes in our neigh-
borhood via the only medium they all receive- The Ravensworth Farmer. Email or call Sara Ortiz at ravens-
worth.farmer@gmail.com or 703-321-8757.  
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Ravensworth Farm’s 
Appreciation Day 

EVERY TUESDAY 
 

Present this flyer AT Kilroy’s and get 20% 
off your total purchase  

Not valid with other offers or discounts 

Dine in only 

Not valid on Happy Hour Specials 

Not including alcohol 

5250 Port Royal Rd. Springfield, Va. 22151 

703-321-7733 
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